                       Dulwich HH characters, incidents, anecdotes
(Note: The “average” alluded to below is a measure of a player’s overall success in the games he has played.   It is worked out from the total points scored, divided by the number of games, and expressed as a percentage.  A win scores 1, a loss 0 and a half ½ a point.)

1. Our three centurians.
         Bob Deakin        
                             The patriarch of Dulwich golf.   Bob will be 99 in 2025; he still enjoys playing, is still having lessons and trying to improve! 
     His record in the Halford Hewitt is extraordinary: he represented Dulwich for over half a century, playing 111 games between 1950 and 2001, and only missing two through illness (this included a continuous sequence of 101 up to 1997.)    His outstanding achievement was recognised when he received, retrospectively, a runners-up medal for 1982 – the only one awarded.  (These medals were introduced, I believe, in 1983 – one year too late for Dulwich.)
     It goes without saying that he is a superlative golfer, with no weaknesses.   He has wonderful hands, and can move the ball both ways; and he must have holed more clutch putts than anyone else in the history of Dulwich golf.   I was privileged to be his partner in 21 games; in partnership with Dick Sellick, Richard Andrade and myself, Bob’s average was over 75%.   His greatest shot?   There are so many to choose from; but perhaps his finest was at the 17th hole at Deal.   The ball lay on the upslope to the green; the pin was tucked up in the front left-hand corner.  The most that could be expected was for him to leave it 10 feet past the hole.   Bob struck the chip with checkspin which almost stopped it on the crest of the ridge; it dribbled over, described a semi-circle, and fell into the cup.
     Bob’s finest hour came during a Great Britain amateur seniors match against the USA and Canada, when he beat American former Walker Cup player Ed Tutweiler (who, the day before, had gone round Shinnecock Hills in 68), by one hole.
         Mike Kirby
                              Like Bob Deakin, his Halford Hewitt career spanned 52 years – from 1962 to 2013 – during which Mike played 110 games for the Alleynians.   He and Bob were without doubt Dulwich’s finest players.  Their participation coincided for forty years, a period when they were the mainstays of the team, their tremendous skill and commitment underpinning its success.
     Mike is a peerless striker of the golf ball, his swing a thing of beauty – slow, graceful and balanced, with seemingly effortless power.   When he reached the closing stages of one English Amateur Championship, the journalist Donald Steel (against whom Mike had driven in 1982) was moved to describe his swing as the best in the entire field – a remarkable accolade, given that Mike was one of the oldest competitors.   In recognition of his prowess and leadership qualities, he was subsequently chosen to captain the Surrey county side.  
     The best shot which I was fortunate enough to see him hit was on the 16th at Royal St George’s.   Into the teeth of a gale he struck the purest of 3-irons with a touch of draw, which held it under the wind.   It finished two feet from the hole, dead in line.
     One of the most pleasing developments of the 1982 campaign was the strong partnership forged between Mike and a young newcomer to the team – David Rutnam.   Over the years which followed they became Dulwich’s most successful pair.   (See below for more details.)

      David Somerville
                                   He played 103 games for Dulwich.    He was a formidable competitor with an impressive knowledge of Royal Cinque Ports golf course and  excellent shot-making ability, especially around the greens, where his chips with backspin were devastatingly effective.
     One of these secured a memorable victory when he was partnered by Bob Deakin in a match against Charterhouse in 1994.  Benka and Christmas had already hit the pin with bunker shots on successive holes at Royal St George’s when David brilliantly executed a difficult chip from the back of the 17th green to close out the game by 2&1.
     His long-standing partnership with Geoffrey Éclair-Heath was a major factor in Dulwich’s winning teams of the 1980s and 1990s.   Together they played 32 games with an average of over 73%.

            *     *     *     *     *  

                                                             
2. Best partnership  
                                    Mike Kirby and David Rutnam were Dulwich’s most successful pair.   They played 43 games together with an astonishing average of 79%, including a run of 12 wins in a row, and 27 in a sequence of 30 games.   What made this achievement even more extraordinary was that in no less than 39 games they played top, and in consequence were frequently matched against opposing schools’ best golfers.   Eleven of their victories were gained by one hole, or in extra holes – a testimony to their mental fortitude. 
3. Others
             David Rutnam
                                      Dulwich’s most successful individual, he played 55 games, with an average of nearly 74%.  A talented golfer in his own right, it is nevertheless true that much of his success was founded upon the brilliant partnership he formed with Mike Kirby, which constituted four-fifths of all the games he played.

(It should be pointed out that a few Dulwich team members have higher averages, but in most cases they only played a handful of games.  It is an incontrovertible fact that, once a player passes a substantial number of games, his performance begins to tail off.   This is due to two factors: his increasing age, and his being paired with an ever-greater variety of different partners.   There is a strong argument that the key to a team’s success in foursomes golf is the effectiveness of long-standing, tried and tested partnerships.)    To maintain such a high average as Rutnam’s, over so many games, is proof of this; but it is, nonetheless, an exceptional individual achievement.

        Mike Field
                           A member of the victorious Grafton Morrish side in 1971, Mike was a proud Yorkshireman and stalwart of Dulwich’s Halford Hewitt team for twenty years.   He was unlucky in that his last appearance was in 1981- the year before our annus mirabilis.  But he was elected President of  Yorkshire in 1988, and of the English Golf Union in 1993.   He was known for his quick wit (see below.)


4. Incidents, anecdotes, etc.  (These have kindly been provided by former
                                          OAGS Secretary Barry Lane.)                                                                                    

                                        Dick Sellick’s rather predictable nickname was “Doc” Sellick, because he was a General Practitioner.   When someone asked him where he practised, he famously replied “Addington during the week and Deal at the weekends.” 

Jack Blanch (of ribald humour and “The Bosun” fame – see the Star and Garter above) and Barry were standing at the back of the 1st at Royal St George’s when a member of the Dulwich team thinned his approach shot through the green.   Said Jack, “D’you know, Barry, that ball went past us like a freshly f***ed donkey!”

Charlie Day (OAGS Secretary before Barry, and Barry’s boss at Otis Elevators) was standing next to him beside the 1st green at Deal watching a 19th hole decider between Charterhouse and Eton.   Eton put their second shot on the putting surface, and Charterhouse thinned theirs into the water.   At that moment a tall and rather willowy chap appeared and drawled “What’s the position here?”   Charlie responded “The Carthusians are in the drink and the Establishment are on the green.”

Jack Beresford was regular member of the Dulwich team in the 1950s, and had played for Sussex in his youth.   He wore a deerstalker hat and putted, croquet-style, between his legs before that was banned, using a putter fashioned from an old piano leg.   A large, extremely portly man, he resembled the overweight comedian Fred Emney, and stuttered badly.
One very wet Saturday morning, Dulwich having been knocked out, Barry and Jack were watching Ted Dexter and his partner playing for Radley at Deal.   On the 6th hole Dexter skied his tee shot, and looked up to see a remarkable figure who said, “That’ll be p p p p p plugged!”

Mike Field was in the locker room at Royal Cinque Ports when a chap entered and yelled, “are there any Carthusians here?”   Said Mike, “No, and no Dominicans either!”  

One Halford Hewitt Dulwich were playing Eton, and, as the match proceeded, Mike Field’s opponent was telling him about all the golf clubs he belonged to – Royal St George’s, Sunningdale, Wentworth, Troon, Carnoustie, St Andrews etc., etc.   Mike said to him, “I thought you were only allowed fourteen clubs.”

In those now distant days before mobile phones, Nigel Farage was a commodity broker in the City.   During one Halford Hewitt his partner had driven down the middle of the 15th at Deal, and Nigel was nowhere to be seen.   Suddenly, from the back of the Chequers, he appeared, and as he passed Barry Lane, he said grimly “Potatoes are down!”   Despite this unsettling news, he managed to find the green with Dulwich’s second.

                            


    
